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Did you have an older brother, cousin or friend who decided to teach y
swim by dropping you in the deep end of the swimniihgmddally |

di dnodot , my dad taught me to swi
today though centre on the feeling that our Father has, on more than ¢
occasion, | obbed me i nto situat
probably because | havenot | i st

For example, finding myself in a multi bed dorm! What is thé éguette’
years | ater told to fly t @Arring g a
at the airport and no one to meet me, and | had no idea where | was s
togolThen I 6Om sharing a house witt
whom speak Englishn ot her time | Om i n a ¢
Rwandan border and from my bedroom watch sparks flying from the Ic
volcano and look at the graves of nuns slaughtered by insurgents.

| tell these stories because | always hang on in faith to the truth that G
knows what he has planned, | s ali
it springs forth, do you not pe

And the result of these uncomfortable, and at times scary happenings,
| 6m here with you at South Wye
a deep end experience, and thanks to Sharron for guiding me through
| egal ities which | didnodét have

| t 6s al ways a shock when the vi

God had this change for South W
now it springs forth, do you no
way I n the wilderness and river

Rev Jackie
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Palm Sunday service was well attended with a procession consisting ¢
Scouts and Cubs who also took part in the readings. | would like to the
Doreen and Bev for organising the procession.

Good Friday service saw a lovely turn out to be welcomed by wonder
singing from Johno6és choir group
arranging for the choir to sing for us and thank you to everyone for atte

Special thanks to Deanne, Marion , Joan and the team for providing th
beautiful flower arrangements and decorating the church. It was beaut
with the Easter bonnets included.

Easter Sunday service, conducted by Michael Ranyard, again it was s
lovely to see so many in the congregation and a special thank you to N
& Kate for providing the baskets of Easter eggs that were given out to
congregation after the service.

Special thanks also to everyone who provides the coffee & tea after ol
services, it is so very much appreciated.

OQur thoughts are with Michael 06s

On April 26th we had our APCCM meeting (see page 5) | would like tc
everyone for attending and | am looking forward to working with John
fellow Churchwarden.

Onnie
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We had a lovely service on Easter Sunday. Thanks
to Rev Sheila Anthony for taking the service.

Looking forward to May, it is going to busy month
ahead with 2 services and an APCM to look
forward to.

a4+
‘\J IMPORTANT

: ANNOUNCEMENT

St Peter O0s wi | | be hol ding it
onThursday 21stMagt St Pet erld30sté@ithur c h

Services and Events i

@ 3rd Maiy11.15am Holy Communion lead by

Canon Johhhewlis
17th Mdyl11.15am Morning Prayer

21stMayl 1. 3 0am APCM i n St
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T MinbTF: Te REFR&GE LAET s RDERF. SUEFTIsNL AT THE
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The APCCM was held on Sunday 26th April and the following people were elec
serve the parish as Churchwardens, PCC members, Deanery Synod and Safe
Officers .

Churchwarderés Oenwen Lane and John Eden
PCC Membeds Sue Cockroft

John EdeénTreasurer

Irene GoodmafPCC Secretary

Oenwen Lane

Bev Merritt

Marlene Price

Julia Ware

Clive Wilce

Sue WildeMinute taker
Deanery Synd@d Irene Goodman and Oenwen Lane

Safeguarding OffiGeBev Merritt
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The Diocese of Hereford is delighted to share the exciting news that the Archbi
Canterbury, The Most Revd Dame Sarah Mullally, will {tiakeiaitumthe

Diocese on Saturday 10 and Sunday 11 October 2026. This is a part of a serie:
pastoral visits to dioceses in the province of Canterbury during her first year in
The is an opportunity for everyone to welcome the new Archbishop to celebrate
mission and witness of the Church across Herefordshire and South Shropshire
our Year of Celebration. The visit
engaging with people from across the breadth of the Church of England at the |
and to listen to the joys, challenges and hopes of those serving in diverse rural
market towns.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Revd Dame Sarah Mullally, said: "As
new ministry, | am eager to visit dioceses and parishes across the Church of Ei
shine a light on where God is at work in local churches and communities.

Al am also |l ooking forward to visit
1,350 years of faithful witness. o
During the two days, the archbishop will take part in a range of activities desigr
reflect the breadth of diocesan life.

The Bishop of Hereford, The Rt Revd Richard Jackson said:

AWe are thrilled to be welcoming AT
will be a moment of encouragement and affirmation for all who serve so faithful
parishes and communities. It will also be a valuable opportunity for us to share
story of how God is at work, including the challenges we face, the creativity we
the hope we hold as we seek to |ive

Diocese of

Hereforo

6 ¢
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Sun 3rd 9:30am

11:15am
Tues 5th
7.15pm

Frid 8th

Sun 10th 9:30am

Tues 12th 1-2pm

Holy Communi on at St
Hol vy Communi on at St

Bible study in the Church Hall
Coffee in the Church Hall
PCC Meeting in St. Ma

Messy Church in St Ma

Holy Communi on at St

Bible study in the Narthex
Coffee in the Narthex

Thurs 14th 12:30pmHo me | nstead | unch I n

Sun 17th 9:30am
11:15am

Tues 19th 1-2pm

Thurs 21st2:pm
Sun 24th 9:30am

Tues 26th 1-2pm

31st

Holy Communi on at St
Morning Prayer at St

Bible study in the Narthex
Coffee in the Narthex

Young at Heafkea Party @ 2pm
Holy Communion at St

Bible study in the Narthex
Coffee in the Narthex

Joint Service H
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§ PCC 5th May

§ Messy Churéh8th May

§ 24t h May Pentecost Parish Br
service £2.50 min donation

§ Quiz night TBC

§ Summer fete Saturday 11th JuBph@ see page 16
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Sunday 3rd May 9:30anfRev John Thewlis
11:15 am Rev John Thewlis

Sunday 10th 9:30 arev Sheila Anthony

Sunday 17th 9:30 arev Jackie Nevill
11:15am Lay led

Sunday 24th 9:30aiiRev John Thewlis

Sunday 31st 9.30aRev Jackie Nevill & Barry Stevens

e
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Church

Since Christmas last year, the Messy Church team has been blesse
by the addition of 8 pupils from years 9 and 10 of The Hereford Chut
of England Academy. These volunteers help the team by running cre
activities, performing dramas from the bible and helping practically
during clear up time. They were particularly welcome in the April
Messy Church when over 30 were in attendance for the session on
The Road to Emmalisvas a great time particularly enjoyed by all

the primary school children that took part.
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Please check with the person running our service.

Date Sunday 3rd May

0 S u n d a y5th Sunday of Easter
Colour White

1st Reading Acts 7: 58nd

Psalm 31 15

2nd Reading 1 Peter 2:-20

Gospel John 14:-14

Date Sunday 10th May

0 S u n d a yth Sunday of Easter
Colour White

1st Reading Acts 17: 221

Psalm 66: fend

2nd Reading 1 Peter 3: iéhd
Gospel John 14:121

Date Sunday 17th May
® u n d ay @th Sunday of Easter
Colour White

1st Reading Acts 1: 614

Psalm 68; 110

2nd Reading 1 Peter 4: 14:5:611
Gospel Johnl7: 111

Date Sunday 24th May
Sunday oPentecost

Colour Red

1st Reading Acts 2: 21

Psalm 104: 2&nd

2nd Reading 1 Corinthians 12:33b
Gospel John 20: 123

M

Sunday 31st May

Trinity Sunday

Gold/White

Genesis 1:-4(4a)

8

2 Corinthians 13did
Matthew 28:4énd

2y
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RSPB Big Bird Watch 2026 The Results are in!
This year over 650,000 nature lovers counted 9,473,932 birds. This is
largest garden wildlife survey.

The Results of the Top 10

No Bird Number Counted

1. House Sparrow 1,275,378 6. Great Tit 562,690

2. Blue Tit 1,114,620 7. Robin 534,032

3. Starling 796,002 8. Goldfinch 492,721

4. Woodpigeon 787,190 9. Magpie 469,419

5. Blackbird 598,783 10. Long Tailed Tit 424,715

Despite these numbers, UK birds are in serious decline. Song Thrush,
Skylarks, Lapwings and House Sparrows are in gradual decline. Most
the declining species are farmland birds. Woodland birds like the Blue
Tit, Nuthatch and Great Spotted Woodpecker are still on the green list
least conservation concern. Declines may have started in woodland
habitat also with Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers and Willow Tits now re
listed because of their severe decline.

Trichomonosis

This disease is found in several species of garden birds although fincl
appear particularly at risk. It spread quickly and is passed on where
birds share food and water. To help our feathered friends you are
advised to feed in moderation, clean feeders and water containers
weekly and change water daily. Avoid flat feeders, the RSPB no longe
recommends using bird tables and offerings on oth:  ~
surfaces due to the high risk of disease transmissic
Bi rdboxads

In the garden behind the church hall, we had a Rotk... ...

resi dence early February i n one
fledged two chicks to add to the local numbers.

Coming Soon

National Hedgerow Week 2026 is being held betivé@niMay, for more
information on what is taking place checkout:

www.NationalHsdgerowWeek.org.uk
M M




International Compost Awareness Week (IGAH) ey

International Compost Awareness Week (ICAW) is the compost industry’s largest, most far-reaching
education and awareness campaign, celebrated worldwide each year during the first full week of
May. The mission is simple but powerful: bring people together to share the benefits of composting
organics and using compost to build healthier soil.

This year's theme is "Compost! Feed the Soil that Feeds Us."Sail is the foundation of life. It
grows the food we eat, filters the water we drink, and sustains the biodiversity that keeps our
ecosystems in balance. Yet soil is also one of our most threatened resources, with erosion, top soil &
nutrient depletion, and contamination endangering its health worldwide. Protecting and restoring
soil is a global priority and one of the most impactful ways we can care for the planet.

Composting has many benefits. These include:

7 Excellent soil conditioner: By making compost, you are creating rich humus for your lawn and
garden. This adds nutrients to your plants and helps retain soil moisture.

7 Recycles kitchen and garden waste: Composting can divert as much as 30% of household waste
away from the bin. That's important, because when organic matter hits the landfill, it lacks the air it needs
to decompose quickly. Instead, it creates harmful methane gas as it breaks down, increasing the rate of
climate change.

_ Introduces beneficial organisms to the soil: Microscopic organisms in compost help aerate the soil,
break down organic materials for plant use, and ward off plant disease.

J Good for the environment: Composting offers a natural alternative to chemical fertilizers when
applied to lawns and garden beds.

@@M@@&T o

What To Compost Ce If it's too dry
“ / ——— & [ &%«  addgreens.
l 66—/
i -“‘ , €20 y = (e.g. some
. Dairy Fatsand  Eggs, meator fish Qrass cuttings,
qumom Nouseolann Yard mmmmqs products oils bones and scraps fruit and veg
4 :
- v ‘ - o which are
" = b A = quite moist)
offee, tea Fruits Nut shells Pet Diseased Produce
27 waste plants stickers If it's too wet,
&9 S ssssm /%) add browns.
Eggshells  Paper napkins  Paper scraps o . (eg wood
and cardboard Medication Cigarettes Broken glass shavings
newspaper,

card egg boxes, toilet roll tubes)

It should be about the same wetness as a squeezed sponge: damp, but not saturated. A healthy compost pile
should have much more carbon than nitrogen, but since most materials are not pure carbon or nitrogen, a simple
rule of thumb is to use one-third green materials and two-thirds brown.

There is a wealth of ideas and information to get you started at compostfoundation.org/compost-resources/

M H
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Worl d Bee-2Dayh May

Five reasons pollinators matter

Pollinators, such as bees play a vital role in the health of plants, animals, peopl
environment. They help feed the-WoHhators contribute to 35 percent of the
worl dés tot al crop production, supp
vegetables, seeds, and nuts. These crops are critical for diverse diets and liveli
Without adequate pollination, yields decline, food becomes scarcer and more €
I placing food security and the livelihoods of farmers and communities at risk.

They strengthen plant he&ldilinators are essential for the natural reproduction a
genetic diversity of plants, which helps enhance their resistance to pests, disea
climatic conditions. This is vital for maintaining plant health. Healthy, resilient pl
require fewer chemical inputs like pesticides, which, if not used properly, can p
to pollinators. Practices such as integrated pest management and agroecologic
proaches help manage plant health in ways that also safeguard pollinators and
tems. They support human health through betterPollitiators ensure the availa-
bility of many nutridahse fooddike berries, seeds, nuts, and vegettilaeare
crucial for balanced diets and disease prevention. Without them, the supply of 1
foods could decline, leading to poorer diets and negative health outcomes.

Pollination also supports biodiversity in our food systems, helping to sustain a \
ty of crops that contribute to more resilient and diverse diets. Many of these foc
critical role in preventing micronutrient deficiencies, including Vitamin A, Vitami
iron. They maintain healthy ecosystems and bieBo#irstprs enable the repro-

duction of nearly 90 p e rmoethan 3@0f000tsgee
cies. These plants are the backbone of ecosystems, providing habitat, shelter &
for a wide range of wildlife. Pollinators play a role in the regeneration of forest &
lands, and other ecosystems, contributing to the overall environmental health o
et. Their decline sets off a chain reaction, threatening biodiversity and weakeni
ability of ecosystems to withstand climate change and environmental stress.

They signal environmental healthPislkisators are indicators of environmental
health. Because they are

sensitive to ecosystem disruptions, monitoring pollinator health offers vital clue:
wider environmental threats. M O
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When pollinator populations decline, food production and essential ecosystem
are affected, triggering a

feedback loop that worsens both environmental and human health. Protecting |
Is therefore critical to

safeguarding the ecosystems that sustain plant, animal, and human health.
Did you know?

You don't have to be a beekeeper to protect bees and other pollinators. Here al
easy alternatives:

1 Plant pollinatbrendly flowers

7 Establish bee houses for solitary bees

1 Opt for organic, sustainable food choices

7 Buy honey and bee products locally

7 Avoid harmful chemicals and pesticides

1 Leave nesting sites for groesting bees

7 Plant hedgerows
0000000000000000000000000000000000090

595§
Coffee «
Morning @

Sue Cockroft is holding a coffee morning at 199 Ross Road on Saturc
May from 10:00dh 2 : 0 O0Oam t o raise funds f

Cakes and raffle on the day .

All welcome



Young

Onnie, Marlene & Julia welcome everyone, every 2nd & 3rd Thursday
month.

This month we had an excellent afternoon , it was lovely to see so me
people enjoying themselves singing along to Irene playing the organ.
many of these songs we sang twice as everyone was enjoying them s
AbigThankYou o I rene for a wonder f ul
singi along . Also a bigpank Yoto Marlene, Julia and Joyce for helping
myself provide a lovely tea.

Onnie




St Martin’s Church
il Ross Road Hereford
o X | Saturday 11" July 2026
12am — 3pm

We need donations for all of the following please :

Prizes for the Draw -Cake Stall —Bottle Stall — Plants-
Book Stall - Bric -a- Brac- Craft Stall-Toys and Games

There will be Teas & Coffees and cakes plus a BBQ to

Items can be brought to the office ready for the sale.

A

Bottle Tombola

Jl-

MC



N. C. PEGLERLTD

Monumental Sculptors

Family run local business for over 45 years
providing New Memorials and Cremation tablets,
Added inscriptions, Renovations and Cleaning

Free brochures and estimates

Tel: 01432 269098
Rockfield Road, Hereford. HR1 2UA

www.ncpegler.co.uk ncpegler@hotmail.co.uk

ANDREW FATHERS TREE SURGERY

TECH. ARBOR. A. N. D. HORT( ARB)

ALL ASPECTS OF TREE SURGERY
AND HEDGECUTTI NG

FI REWOOD AND WOODCHI P SALES
01432 276820 MOBI LE: 07811

F UL

63 2

MT



Hereford Memorials

Suppliers of quality memorials,
additional inscriptions, renovations &
plaques
Reasonably priced

~ Master Craftsman ~

Units 4 & 5 Beech Business Park
Tillington Road
Hereford
HR4 9QJ
Tel 01432 639999
Email herefordmemorials@outlook.com

Opening Hours
Monday-Friday 9.00am-5.00pm

Saturday 9.30am-12.30pm
Please call or email to book an appointment

MY
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Quality Domestic Building Services including:

Renovations @ Extensions @ Conversions @ Roofing

Bricklaying ® Stonework e Joinery ® Plastering ® Tiling
General Maintenance

01989 730591 / 07922 330739

jamespart@gmail.com

www.james-partridge.org.uk

Highly recommended, professional workmanship

Gol den Vall ey Funer al Direct c
I ndependent Family Funer al Di

t N2dzRf &8 &dzLJLIR NI AYy 3 2dzNJ £ 20Kt 0O2Y
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KILN DRIED LOGS

< N L N 3
FIRE
TEL os984 254 77¢

0d.co.uK

100% Hardwood kiln dried logs
Ready to Burn approved
Dried to below 20% moisture content
FREE Hi-Ab crane delivery
Multi-bag discounts available

www.local.certainlywood.co.uk

WOOD 01981 251796

COACH HOLISE

INTERIORS

A LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED in 1963
Curtains, Roman Blinds, Loose Covers, Upholstery, Cushions.
Poles, Rails & Plantation Shutters.

Roller, Vertical, Venetian and Integral Blinds.

Bespoke Soft Furnishings, Smart Technology and Interior Design Advice.
An extensive range of pattern books in our showroom, an onsite workroom,
along with our Little Fabric Shop for all your textile based projects.
Bagley’s Croft, Brinsop Herefordshire HR4 7AT
www.coachhouse-interiors.com

01981 500777




FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Bayley Brothers

At Bayley Brothers Funeral Directors in Herefordshire we are here to support our
local community during difficult times. We hope every family who visits our funeral
homes feel they can trust us to care for you, your family and your loved one.

Since we were established in the 1930s, we have gained valuable experience in
different types of funerals. We have worked closely with local families who have
requested traditional, religious, woodland and celebratory ceremonies.

We will work alongside you to ensure that your loved one receives a caring and
personal farewell, tailored to honour the life they lived. With many years of
experience in planning funerals, as well as extensive knowledge of Herefordshire
area we are available to serve you 24 hours a day, to provide you with guidance
and assistance in any way we can.

Bayley Brothers
Central Branch
23-24 Gaol Street, Hereford, HR1 2HU
Tel. 01432 273736

Bayley Brothers
17-19 Cotterell Street, Hereford, HR4 oHH
Tel. 01432 272465

Visit our website: bayleybrothers.co.uk

Your Local Funeral Professionals



SHAYNE HOGG

~ Funeral Services ~

Family owned and personally

attended to by Shayne
PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST

24 HOUR PERSONAL CARE

Let our family take care of yours
72 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4 0DG

01432 341871
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St MaRossiRoad s
9.30 antolyCommunion
Baptisms on request.

~

There will be no live Facebook screening of services

NJ

during the Interregnum. We will be live screening Night

prayer every Monday on Facebook.

St P.etllmghdps

11.15am Holy Communébfist Sunday is Holy Communion. 3rd
Sunday of the month is Morning prayer.

Baptisms if required on second Sunday of the month

For patterns of Communion and Morning Prayer, please check pn

St Petero6s Facebook page

Forservice timesplease see the Church Facebook page.

We hope you have enjoyed this edition of Wye Bridge news.

Please let us know what you have liked and would like to see |

Future editions. Please erm#ite@stmartinshereford.org.uk
Thank you
Sue the editor Cﬁ‘?[

H O
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Clergy

We are currently in interregnum for South Wye churches.

Updates will be provided and timescales announced when known.

Team Office Staff

Team Administrator

Sharron Brown

Financial C®rdinator

Kirstie Weaver

Sexton
Scott
Cleaning Specialist

Sara

TEAM OFFIGEat St Martinds Ch
89Ross Road, Hereford HR2 dRide @stmartinshereford.org.uk
OPENING HOURSN Thurs 9:00 am.:00 pm
Friday 11:00a8000pm

Call in to see us on a weekday morning or phone us on 01432 35:

Websites:
www.stmartinshereford.org.uk Or find us on Facebook
St Martin's Church, Ross Rd, Hereford @stpetersbullinghope
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