
South Wye Team Ministry Newsletter 
6th Sunday of Easter 

14th May 2023 
 
Hello everyone, I hope that you are all keeping safe and well and that you enjoyed 

the coronation weekend. It was lovely to welcome people to St Martin’s on Saturday morning to watch 
the service and share a fabulous lunch complete with coronation quiche and meringue crown. Huge 
thanks to Marlene and the team who worked so hard to cater for us all. 
 

This Sunday is the beginning of Christian Aid Week. If you don’t have a 
doorstep collection at home, there are donation envelopes with the May 
magazine and available in both churches and these can be brought back to 
church any Sunday this month – or pay online using this QR code if that’s 
easier. This year Christian Aid resources focus on their work in Malawi, 
where their partners and team have been responding to the immediate 
recovery needs of communities following Cyclone Freddy. Cyclone Freddy, 
the longest-lasting tropical cyclone on record (lasting 34 days), hit Malawi and 
Mozambique. Malawi experienced a year’s worth of rain during the 4-week cyclone. The number of 
people affected by the Tropical Cyclone in Malawi continues to rise. Over 508,000 people are 
displaced and hundreds have lost their lives. There's also an increased risk of malaria and cholera in 
the immediate aftermath. Christian Aid’s work there includes: 
• Corn soya blend for porridge for breastfeeding mothers and children under 5 years 
• Mosquito nets for families to provide protection against malaria  
• Providing temporary toilets and bathrooms, water containers and water treatment to help prevent 

the risk of cholera 
• Mobile clinics to help people process the emotional trauma of the cyclone 
• Distribution of cash to 1,000 households so that families can purchase their immediate needs 
 

Elsewhere Christian Aid’s work includes: 
• In Africa; strengthening peace-building in South Sudan, promoting resilient farming in Kenya and 

challenging inequality in Sierra Leoneas well as working with women to increase their access to 
green and sustainable energy in Burkina Faso, Ethiopia and Malawi. 

• In Asia, programmes include promoting women's rights in Afghanistan, justice and peacebuilding in 
Myanmar and ensuring people can access the services they need in Bangladesh. 

• In Latin America and the Caribbean, promoting gender justice in the Dominican Republic, El 
Salvador and Guatemala, peace-building in Colombia, and and support marginalised communities 
to adapt their livelihoods to climate change in Honduras, Nicaragua and Haiti. 

• In the Middle East; defending people’s rights in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory, 
protecting women at risk of violence in Iraq and providing humanitarian assistance to refugees in 
Lebanon. 

 

If we are able to help, I hope that we will do all that we can. 
With every blessing, Anne 

07864938898 

 



Family and Community News  
 

Services at Belmont Community Centre 
If you live in or near Belmont and find the journey to St Martin’s difficult, or if Sunday mornings are not  
easy for you, you might like to join us for Friday Communion at Belmont Community Centre. 
 
We celebrate a said service of Holy Communion at 12:30pm on the Second and Fourth Fridays of 
each month, following FoodShare. Everyone is very welcome to this service. The hall has level access 
and good ventilation – and if the weather is good we celebrate outside. 
 
The next services at Belmont are: 12.30pm Holy Communion –    26th May, 9th May 
         
 
 
 

 
 

We have a confirmation service at St Martin’s on Thursday 29th June and will be starting confirmation 
classes shortly – if you or anyone you know would like to talk about confirmation, please contact one of 
the clergy. 
 
 
 

Toastie and Warm at St Martin’s 
 

On Tuesday afternoons the Narthex at St Martin’s is a busy and welcoming space.  
From 1pm there is a Bible Study group, all welcome – at the moment we are looking at the Creeds. 
From 2pm there is a coffee afternoon, full of conversations and information, with chocolate biscuits and, 
usually, home-made cakes.  
From 3:30pm we have the toastie maker out if anyone needs a warm snack on their way home for the 
day. Everyone is welcome to come along to any – or all – parts of the afternoon 

 
 

Save the date   
Sat 17th June Spring Fair and Tea at St Martin’s 

For Church Funds  

Catching up with friends – or making new ones! 
Coffee Time -  Tuesday Afternoons at 2pm in St. Martin’s – everyone welcome, just drop in 
Young at Heart - First Thursday of each month – Lunch at the Wye Inn (contact the office so that 

we can book the table) 
Third Thursday of each month at 2pm – Meeting in St. Martin’s Church – talks, 
games, refreshments and friendship – everyone welcome! 

 



For our Prayers 

Those who are ill or in need of your prayers, including:                                             
Ann W  Carol  Roger  Oliver  Chrissie  John          Hana  
Brenda B Bob  Harry  Viv  Emma            Rob  Hazel  
Marian  Claire  David  Claire            Rose       Claudia Sue   
Brooke        Joan  Maureen Lindsay          Ken    Wilma  Dorothy   
Fay  Jean  Julie  Christina John  Sue  Betty   
Elizabeth  
 

Those who have died and those who mourn their loss:   
Kathleen. Elizabeth. Daniel.  Phyllis. Beryl. 
 

Anglican Communion:     The Church of the Province of West Africa. 
 
Hereford:  Pontesbury Deanery. 
 
Porvoo:  England: Guildford; Denmark: Viborg. 
 
South Wye:  Please pray for those who travel into our benefice to shop and all those working in retail. 
 
The Wider View:   
Pray for the Most Rev. Maimbo Mndolwa, Primate of Tanzania and Bishop of our link Diocese of 
Tanga, newly re-elected for a further 5 year term. He has described the recent Church of England 
decision to allow blessings of same-sex marriages as severely impairing our relationship with his 
Church: pray we may find ways to continue to work together despite differences in doctrine and 
practice.  
 
Sunday begins Christian Aid Week, focusing on Malawi, a country disproportionately affected by fuel 
and commodity prices and climate change, as prices of food and other essentials have doubled in the 
last 12 months. Pray for a generous response to the campaign.  
 
Mental Health Awareness Week focuses on anxiety - a normal emotion, but seriously disabling if it gets 
out of control. Pray for all who struggle with anxiety issues. Pray for school and college students 
preparing for GCSE, A Level and other important exams over the coming weeks.  
 
The Rogation Days are traditionally times of prayer for the land around us, for the growing crops and 
for the farmers who work the land. Pray we may value, conserve and use well the natural resources set 
into our care, honouring our Creator in our use of his handiwork. Ascension Day on Thursday begins 
this year’s “Thy Kingdom Come” time of prayer. Pray for the activities and events happening in our 
diocese, including the Prayer Walks on Ascension Day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Services on-site, online and on TV and Radio                                                              
For the week beginning 14th May 2023 

South Wye Services Through the Week:   
8am  Morning Prayer from Common Worship – on St. Martin’s Facebook page 
8pm  Night Prayer from Common Worship – on St. Martin’s Facebook page 
 
Sunday 
9:30am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 
11.15am Family Service with baptism  at St. Peter’s 
 
Thursday  
10am  Said Communion in St. Martin’s Lady Chapel 
 
The 9.30am service will be streamed on St. Martin’s Facebook page and will be available on the St. 
Martin’s and the St. Peter’s Facebook pages and the St. Martin’s YouTube channel later in the day. 
Diocese of Hereford  
Diocese of Hereford Facebook:  Sunday Service 10am.  
Diocese Freephone Prayerline: Dial 0800 304 7052 to hear a prayer. 
 
Church of England  
National Weekly Service Facebook at 9am. 
 
TV and Radio on Sunday; 
BBC H&W  8am             Sunday Worship. 
Radio 4          8.10am Sunday Worship – Mental Health Awareness Week 
BBC 1  1.15pm  Songs of Praise – Exploring Christian Wellbeing 
  
Prayer for the day:  
The Church of England website has audio and text of the Prayer for the Day. 
 
Prayer for the Nation 
The Archbishops continue to invite all to call on God in Prayer. We invite you to set aside time every 
evening to pray, particularly at 6pm each day. More than ever, this is a time when we need to love 
each other. Prayer is an expression of love. Find more details at churchfengland.org/resources/prayer-
nation 
 
Collect for 6th Sunday of Easter 
God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness 
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son: 
grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life, 
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 



Readings for 6th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 17: 22-31 
Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how extremely religious you are 
in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found 
among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands,  nor is he served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From 
one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence 
and the boundaries of the places where they would live,  so that they would search for God and 
perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we 
live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 
“For we too are his offspring.” 
 Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals.  While God has overlooked the times of human 
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which 
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has 
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’ 
 
 
Psalm 66: 7-end 
There we rejoiced in him,  
7     who rules by his might for ever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 
    let the rebellious not exalt themselves. Selah 
8 Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard, 
9 who has kept us among the living, and has not let our feet slip. 
10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 
11 You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs; 
12 you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; 
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place.  
13 I will come into your house with burnt-offerings; I will pay you my vows, 
14 those that my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
15 I will offer to you burnt-offerings of fatlings, with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 
I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah 
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for me. 
17 I cried aloud to him, and he was extolled with my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 
19 But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 
20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1 Peter 3: 13-end 
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what is 
right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account 
of the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, 
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame.   
 

For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For 
Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit,  in which also he went and made a 
proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the 
days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight people, were saved through 
water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but 
as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone 
into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 
 
John 14: 15-21 
 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be 
in you. 
 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see me, but 
you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and 
you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; 
and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’ 

 

 

  



Bible Study based on John 14: 15-21 
 
Still gathered round the table, Jesus continues the big goodbye to the disciples with the promise of a 
parting gift. To ‘advocate’ means to ‘call to help’, or to ‘give voice to’. An ‘Advocate’ comes to help or 
speak up for. This special Advocate doesn’t just live with us but lives in us (v.19). We’re given an 
image of the Holy Spirit as the voice inside us, our champion. This picture of God-in-us is extended to 
show us a picture of God-in-community (v.20). A strong theme in this chapter of John is the idea of the 
Trinity, God who is three in one. Different traditions talk about the Trinity in different ways, but at the 
heart of it is relationship, with love as its essential nature. If we love and are loved, our response is 
action, to keep Jesus’ commandments. In John 13.34 we learnt that this was to love one another. The 
pictures here are of an active, dynamic love; love that is our champion, that bonds us in a common life 
with Jesus and that calls us to love the world.       
 
Promising us a ‘voice’, Jesus reassures us that we have the Spirit as our champion. Have you any 
experience of advocacy, of speaking up for someone else or having a champion? You may be involved 
in a school or church council or youth participation project. Jesus’ reassurance is that God is always 
our father and our champion. God wants us to choose well. The thing about loving relationships is that 
they are about choice, not control. God extends an invitation to live in love and we can choose how we 
respond. Of course, our choices have consequences, and working out what these are may help us to 
make the best choice. And, to live lovingly. What does it mean to live lovingly, to love actively? Is it 
possible to love and do nothing? Lots of churches and groups have community projects, ways of 
practically expressing God’s love with people who need it. Some Christians take vows about living in a 
godly way.  
 

       
 
Living lovingly  
• What does it feel like to be 
loved, by people and by God?  
• Who do you know who lives 
their life in a loving way?  
• How can you live lovingly with 
your friends and neighbours?  
• How can you love actively in 
your community and the wider 
world?   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                



Sudoku (Easier!) 

 

 

                                    

 



Trickier! 

 

 

                                     

 



Wordsearch based on Acts 17: 22-31 

X K P I H S R O W B N X R N N 

H U M A N T R E L I G I O U S 

I N S C R I P T I O N R J A Y 

E A R T H P R O C L A I M L T 

G T J E Z N A X Z R X P E T I 

Y V Y V D E I U D K E X F A C 

S F F E L V S L H E T V G R O 

E V E R O A I Z C R I F L T F 

N B S Y G E N C E O T T J I F 

I P L T O H G M O X F I Y N S 

R S A H C R E N W O N K N U P 

H K T I K L W O R L D Z L E R 

S G R N Y L L U F E R A C S I 

V D O G T V S T O O D Q R G N 

Q O M H W V O B J E C T S T G 

STOOD  PROCLAIM   HUMAN   EXTREMELY  ALTAR  
MORTALS  RELIGIOUS   INSCRIPTION  OFFSPRING   CITY    
WORLD  DEITY   CAREFULLY EVERYTHING  GOLD             
OBJECTS  HEAVEN   SILVER   WORSHIP   EARTH   
ART   UNKNOWN   SHRINES   RAISING 


