
South Wye Benefice Newsletter 
Sunday of Advent 

December 2025  
 

Please welcome Rev. Jane Plackett Ferguson, and Rev. Sheila Anthony, who are leading our 
services this week. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
South Wye Services and Events week beginning December 

 
Sunday 21st     9:30am Holy Communion at St. Martin’s  
 11.15am Carol Service at St. Peter’s 
 
Christmas Eve                    (Office closes for Christmas at 1pm) 
    3pm  Crib Service at St. Martin’s 
    8pm  Early Midnight Mass at St. Peter’s 
Christmas Day 10am  Christmas Communion at St. Martin’s 
 
 

For our Prayers 
Those who are ill or in need of your prayers, including:                                              
Brenda Baylis  Maureen Gerard  Peter        Eddie  June M               Susan G      
Jean D  Ann L      Kieran   Pam KW 
       
Those who have died and those who mourn their loss:  
Mary M...  Christopher R.  Leslie 
 
If you would like a loved added to the list, please contact me via the office. Also, I would like to have a 
list of people who would appreciate a ‘how-are-you-keeping?’ phone call every month. If you would like 
to be on this list, please give me a ring at the office and I will add you on. Thank you, Sharron 

 
 

Christmas Services and Events in the South Wye Benefice 

December 21st  9.30am  - Holy Communion at St. Martin’s 

              “     11.15am- Carol Service at St. Peter’s, Bullinghope 

December 24th, Christmas Eve- 3pm Crib Service at St. Martin’s 
Church 

“   8pm- First Communion of Christmas at St. Peter’s, Bullinghope 

              Christmas Day 10am- Christmas Communion at St. Martin’s 

 

 



 
Collect for 4th Sunday of Advent 
O LORD, raise up (we pray thee) thy power, and come among us, and with great might succour us; 
that whereas, through our sins and wickedness, we are sore let and hindered in running the race 
that is set before us, thy bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through the 
satisfaction of thy Son our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 
 

Readings for 4th Sunday of Advent 
 
Isaiah 7:10-16 
10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths 
or in the highest heights.” 

12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test.” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans? Will 
you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 15 He will be eating curds and honey when 
he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, 16 for before the boy knows enough to reject 
the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 

 
Psalm 80: 1-8 
 
For the director of music. To the tune of “The Lilies of the Covenant.” Of Asaph. A psalm. 
1 Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 
    you who lead Joseph like a flock. 
You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 
    shine forth 2 before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 
Awaken your might; 
    come and save us. 
3 Restore us, O God; 
    make your face shine on us, 
    that we may be saved. 
4 How long, LORD God Almighty, 
    will your anger smolder 
    against the prayers of your people? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
    you have made them drink tears by the bowlful. 
6 You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, 
    and our enemies mock us. 
7 Restore us, God Almighty; 
    make your face shine on us, 
    that we may be saved. 
8 You transplanted a vine from Egypt; 
    you drove out the nations and planted it. 



 
Romans 1: 1-7 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God— 2 the 
gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who 
as to his earthly life was a descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed 
the Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 Through him we 
received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the obedience that comes from faith for his 
name’s sake. 6 And you also are among those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 

7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be his holy people: 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Matthew 1: 18-end 
 
Joseph Accepts Jesus as His Son 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married 
to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy 
Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to 
public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because 
he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home 
as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him 
the name Jesus. 

 
 
       
 
 
 


