
 

  



  

 

IŜƭƭƻ ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 

Hello Everyone, 
 

I hope that you are keeping safe and well in this difficult time. January often has 
a feel of óAlways winter and never Christmasô as CS Lewis described Narnia in 
the Lion, the Witch and Wardrobe. This year, with the promise of a vaccine on 
the horizon but not quite yet, more restrictions and case numbers rising, seems 
like an even more Januaryish sort of January than usual. Social media and 
conversations have been full of ñgood riddance to 2020ò messages and optimistic 
excitement about 2021. But 2021 doesnôt seem that different yet. 

Hanging onto the Christmas message of hope can be particularly difficult in these 
circumstances. As a sort of statement of intent I am going to adhere to a Tudor 
custom and instead of taking my Christmas tree down on Twelfth night I will 
leave it up until Candlemas (February 2nd.) Those who know me well may 
suspect that this is more about indolence and poor standards of housekeeping 
than tradition, but I am hoping that it will enable me to keep a little Christmas 
spirit going through the sleet in the next few weeks. 
 

Decorations and baubles notwithstanding, as Christians we are called to 
remember the message of Christmas and to share it as widely as we can. Even 
when the darkness seems very close and threatening, the light of Christ is not 
overcome. If there was ever a year when we needed to shine His light in every 
corner, this may be it. 
 

If we have learned anything from 2020, it is that any predictions for the year to 
come are doomed to be disproved almost immediately. So I do not offer these as 
predictions, but rather as my hopes for our community in 2021. 
 

I hope that the care for our neighbours and mutual support that has blossomed 
this year continues even when the immediate challenge has passed. 
 

I hope that the expansion of church services through online provision to include 
people who are not able to attend the church building continues, even when we 
are able to meet regularly and safely onsite. 
 

I hope that we are able to find new ways to share the good news of Christmas 
with our communities and to show them the love and care of Christ as we 
recover together from the trauma of this time. 

With every blessing to you all, 
Anne 

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. ï
 Corrie ten Boom 
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[ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝŀƴ ƻŦ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ 

In the introduction to a diocesan history, written in 1888, the author speaks of 
Hereford diocese and its characteristics. He says that, while it may not be as 
ógrandô as some and small in population, it nevertheless óis expressed to us in the 
notion of a family rather than of a great community.ô The writer goes on to speak 
of our diocese as one ócontaining elements more amenable to kindly personal 
influence and more favourable to individual direction of characterô. In many ways, 
those words written all those years ago, still hold true today. We are a family and 
Iôve always been conscious of that throughout my almost nineteen years as 
dean. Weôve tried to emphasise the role of the cathedral as óMother Churchô and 
one of my great joys has been to see the cathedral shared by the parishes of the 
diocese: 

 

¶ regular deanery visits for service and supper in College Hall. 
¶ regular curate training days, introducing our clergy to the life of the cathedral. 
¶ big diocesan events ï ordinations, Thy Kingdom Come. 
¶ pilgrim walks, culminating at the shrine of St Thomas. 

 

And perhaps my greatest joy has been to see the Order of St Ethelbert 
established. In the four years of its existence, over 100 people from the diocese 
have been honoured at a special service in the cathedral ïwonderful examples of 
Christian ministry whose service so deserves to be recognised and celebrated. 
We werenôt able to hold the ceremony last year, but God willing, 2021 will see its 
resumption. 

 

Apart from these events, welcoming communities to the cathedral, it has been a 
great joy for me to preach in churches throughout the diocese. My last such visit, 
before the March lockdown was to Holy Trinity, Much Wenlock where we 
celebrated their saint, Milburga. 

 

Rather more enjoyable that my sermons (at least to me!) are my óDeanôs Delightô 
evenings, where Iôve brought to parishes and deaneries an evening of music, 
singing, poetry and generally ólarking aboutô. Itôs my honest opinion that we often 
see more of God in humour than we realise. And so often, these óone- man bandô 
musical evenings have enabled parishes to raise valuable funds. I looked 
through my list of such evenings the other day and found ï Cradley, Ledbury, 
Eastnor, Ross, Much Wenlock, Alberbury, Cound, Acton Scott, Rushbury, and 
many others.  
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At these, and so many places, I found wonderful, warm, caring communities ï 
communities who loved their church buildings and the people who came to them. 
Yes, indeed, it is the ófamilyô of our diocese that I shall remember so well ï and I 
shall continue to give thanks for the privilege of being part of our story and 
pilgrimage together. 
 

But Iôm not quite leaving the diocese! My retirement home will be in Presteigne, a 
place Iôve always loved and of course, one of the 15 Welsh parishes which chose 
to stay in the Church of England at Disestablishment 100 years ago. So I shall be 
retiring to a different country but remaining in the same diocese ï thereôs the 
strange and quirky nature of the Church of England! 
 

Thank you all ï parish clergy, College of Canons, wardens, congregations - for 
the wonderful way youôve supported the cathedral and its dean.I wish you every 
happiness and success in the future as we work together to make Our Lord 
known and loved among us. 
God bless you all 

Michael 

[ŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5Ŝŀƴ όŎƻƴǘύ 
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   IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ {ƻǳǘƘ ²ȅŜ 

My Perspective  
 

A series of talks and discussion starters 
on Thursdays. Each week one of the 
team gives a short reflection on 
something to do with our faith and how 
we live it.   
 

Join us on the St Martinôs Facebook page 
Facebook at 10am every Thursday. If you 
can't make 10am you can watch later.  

South Wye Online Services and Resources  
 

Through the Week  8:00am and 8:00pm daily Morning and Night Prayer on St 
Martinôs Facebook. These services use the Common Worship service and the 
order of service can be found on the Church of England website 
churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/join-us-service-daily-prayer or by 
downloading the Time to Pray app to your óphone. If you would be happier using 
a book, please get in touch with the office and we can lend you one to try. 
 
Thursdays My Perspective: a weekly reflection from one of the team.  
Join in on St Martinôs Facebook any time from 10am Thursday.  
 
Sundays At the time of writing, we are under a national lockdown and we have 
made the decision to close both St Martinôs and St Peterôs for Sunday services 
until at least the end of the month and probably until the end of lockdown. We will 
do our best to let everyone know about plans - please check the website, 
Facebook pages and the newsletter. Our on-line services will continue and a 
service of Holy Communion will go onto our Facebook pages and Youtube 
Channel at 10am each Sunday, recorded specifically to go on-line.  
 

To listen to an audio version of the Sunday service, call 01432 806066 from 
lunchtime on Sunday ï the service will be available for the whole week. This will 
cost you the same per minute as a local óphone call. There is a message and 
then some silence before the service starts ï donôt panic, if you have heard the 
message then the service will start before long.  



 

6 

Currently no Sunday services 

are planned for either of the 

Churches through the current 

lockdown period. We will 

endeavour to let everyone know 

about future services through A 

Church Near You, Facebook 

and word of mouth. 



7 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ŀƳ L ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŜȄǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΚ 

Date 3rd January  10th January  

ôSundayõ Epiphany  Baptism of Christ  

Colour    Gold/White  

Old Testament    Genesis 1:1-5  

Psalm     Palm 29  

New Testament   Acts 19:1-7  

Gospel  Matthew 2:1-12   Mark 1:4-11  

     

Date 17th January  24th January  

ôSundayõ Epiphany 2  Epiphany 3  

Colour  White  White  

Old Testament  1 Samuel 3:1-10  Genesis 14:17 - 20  

Psalm   139:1-5, 12-18  Psalm 128  

New Testament Rev 5:1-10  Rev 19: 6-10  

Gospel  John 1:43-end  John 2:1-11  

     

Date 31st January  7th February  

ôSundayõ The Presentation  2 before Lent  

Colour  White  Green  

Old Testament  Malachi 3:1-5  Proverbs 8:1, 22-31  

Psalm   Psalm 24: 7ï end  104:26 - end  

New Testament Hebrews 2:14 - end  Colossians 1:15 - 20  

Gospel  Luke 2:22-40  John 1: 1 - 14  

Sunday Readings: 
The readings for 3rd January are for the óWye Christmasô series. Please check 
with the person leading the service to confirm what they are expecting to be read. 
. 
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   {ƻǳǘƘ ²ȅŜΣ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ 

Visiting the Team Office  
 

During Lockdown Christine is working from home most of the time. It is probably 
easiest to contact the office by email at the moment as the office may not be 
staffed every day and we are trying to keep physical visits to the office to a 
minimum. Inevitably this may mean that some enquiries may take a little longer 
than usual, so please bear with us. If you do have to come to the office, please 
wear a mask. In general the front door will be unlocked and the office door will be 
locked and we will assist with enquiries through the service window in the lobby.  
Maintaining the safety of staff and visitors must be our priority. 
 
Thank you for your patience and consideration with this.           

Anne 
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{ƻǳǘƘ ²ȅŜΣ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ   

St Peterõs Bullinghope 
No Sunday services are planned at 
St Peterõs during the current 
lockdown. Funerals can still 
continue in accordance with the 
regulations that stipulate no more 
than 30 to attend, no singing and 
masks to be worn in Church. 
Currently weddings cannot take 
place - the only exceptions would be  
due to a medical emergency. 

What are the Missioners up to in Lockdown? 
 

Itôs been a strange time to be a missioner. When we began our roles we were 
focused on exploring the South Wye area and meeting its inhabitants, taking the 
good news OUT into the community, and drawing people IN to a relationship with 
Christ through events such as Messy Church. Suddenly, however, half-way 
through the project, we found that this was no longer possible. The pandemic has 
meant that we can neither go out to meet with people nor invite them in to 
fellowship with us. It almost seems like itôs become impossible to fulfil our roles. 
Despite this, however, somehow we have managed to carry on.  
 

Initially it was a challenge to decide how to proceed under lockdown restrictions. 
We tried some things that just didnôt work. Online Messy Church was lovely but 
only attracted two families. We tried others that were successful but short-lived. 
Increased regulations meant that our coffee sixes quickly became a thing of 
distant memory.  
 

We had to think on our feet. As well as becoming increasingly technically adept 
(adept-ish in the case of Jo), we had to come up with new ways to present our 
old, in-person activities. One of the ideas we developed was a monthly craft pack. 
Every month, we have a key theme, which is explored through stories, activities 
and crafts. In January, the theme was Epiphany; in February weôll be focusing on 
love and light as expressed through the stories of Candlemas, St Brigit and St 
Valentine. We are now sending out between 60-70 packs per month.  
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{ƻǳǘƘ ²ȅŜΣ IŜǊŜŦƻǊŘ 

Missioners in Lockdown Continued 
Having advertised on social media, our subscription list continues to grow, and 
the feedback weôve received from families is overwhelmingly positive. You might 
have seen some of their photos on our Facebook page. We donôt know when 
weôll be able to get back to meeting families in person but we hope, when we do, 
that the new families on our database will be included with a warm welcome. If 
you know of any families who would like to receive a Club Superstars pack, 
please do get in touch, or encourage them to do likewise. 
 

Another way weôve been able to make new contacts during lockdown is through 
The FOODSHARE food distribution scheme. David collects surplus food from 
supermarkets and other suppliers, which he then distributes on Mondays and 
Fridays at Putson, Hunderton and Belmont. It has been a fantastic opportunity for 
him to meet with people, listen to their stories, pray with them, and encourage 
them in faith. It is also an excellent way for us to serve our community by 
providing for their physical needs in these cash strapped times, as well as 
helping the environment by reducing food waste. If you know of anyone who 
would benefit from this scheme, please direct them to the church Facebook page 
(or the office if they are not social media savvy) for times and places of 
distribution. 
 

Although most of the children are now learning from home, chaplaincy continues 
to make an impact at The Hereford Academy. Jo is providing a weekly pre-
recorded assembly, downloadable Christian activities and a half-termly 
newsletter. This will hopefully help to ensure that, even in Lockdown, THA 
maintains its character as a Church of England school. It will also give continuity 
to those children who have regularly interacted with chaplaincy, at what is a very 
uncertain time. Please do remember to pray for students and 
staff as we go forward in 2021. 
 

As always, David and Jo are grateful for your continued 
prayers and support for them, their families, and their 
ministries.  
 

We wish you all a blessed and hope-filled 2021.  
Jo 
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